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A Research Plan
Introduction
A research method plan is a detailed documentation of the explanations and description of the things that are researcher intends to do to achieve a specific objective or find data and information to answer a research question. A research method plan is an important tool when it comes to dealing with research questions as it ensures that there is a systematic way in which the research is carried out and that all the necessary aspects are covered. This will be critical in ensuring that the research question formulated is able to be answered and the necessary recommendations provided. The plan will detail steps and procedures that are crucial in determining how the research will be conducted and in ensuring that all the relevant objectives have been met.
Variables
The management of the campuses are the people who are mostly involved in the formulation of the laws regarding the operations of the campuses and the way in which the students live and behave. Therefore, they will form a critical part of the process as the information that they will give will be crucial in understanding how the law may or may not lead to violence in the campuses (Beck, Forbes, Baker, Kelly, Deane, Shakeshaft & Kelly, 2017). The students themselves who will be allowed to open carry will also be instrumental in giving out crucial information in regard to the issue of open carry and violence. This is because they are the people who are affected mostly by the issue of open carry and therefore, they will be able to share out their opinion in terms of how they view the law and the manner in which it is bound to affect them. 
Methods
Interviews
Interviews will be conducted on the students who will be allowed to open carry in campuses. This will involve a one on one meeting to assess the views that they hold in regards to the law and thus be able to effectively answer the question (Walliman, N. (2017). The information that they give will be incorporated into the final assessment of the research. The interviews will also be done on the management of the campuses in order for them to also share their views. This will also be extended to the member of the surrounding community and the parents. They are the people who will be affected by the violence that may occur in campuses due to either the physical harm or death of the loved ones. Thus, the interview will be crucial in producing relevant information for the research question
Surveys
Survey is also another technique that will be used in the research. Survey is a form of data collection method that is carried out on a large field as opposed to interviews that are mainly done on a few samples. Thus, the research will utilize the survey questionnaire in order to come up with relevant questions in regards to open carry in campuses. There will be the use of both the paper and the online survey in order to capture as much information as possible. Those who will not be in a position to get the paper one will still participate on the online platform and this will ensure that as many people as possible are involved in the survey. Those who will participate in the research process will be able to provide their feedback in terms of how they view the law and if it is b used to lead to violence. The results of the survey will then be compiled and conclusions derived from it. The use of surveys will thus be an effective method of undertaking research in relation to the research question at hand.
Quantitative analysis
Quantitative analysis involves the conducting of research using mathematical and statistical models. It involves a high level of analysis in order to come up with a detailed and conclusive finding. The question on open carry will thus be reached through the use of quantitative means in that data will be sought in regards to the issue and then analyzed in the form of statistics in order to give a true picture of the issue. Through this, we will be able to know the rate at which violence may occur on the campuses and the critical factors that may lead to the occurrence of violence. The people involved and their reaction will also be included in the survey. This will assist in determining whether or not the law that will allow open carry in campuses will lead to violence and thus ensure that appropriate action is taken.
Sampling Strategies
Random Sampling
One of the strategies to be used is the random sampling technique. This will involve selecting of the people involved in the research in a random manner without having a specific choice (Setia, 2016). This is important in enhancing the quality of the research and in ensuring that the research question is fully answered. In this case, all of the people involved in the research will have a chance of being chosen and this will result to the research having an unbiased representation of the total population.
Voluntary Response Sampling
This is a sampling strategy that is made up of volunteers. The research will utilize those who will volunteer to come and participate in the research as opposed to a forced exercise. The strategy is also important in that there is no coercion used on those who will participate in the research and thus the information that they will give out on their own will. This is an important aspect in ensuring that the results of the research are credible and reliable and which will contribute to detailed conclusions regarding the research questions.
Measurement Instruments
The research will utilize pretests and posttests as its measurable instrument. Through this, the researchers will be able to carry out tests prior to the research and also undertake tests after the research (McKinley, Langellier, DeLeon, Avery, Tribitt & Lamb, 2017). The aim of this will be to inform on how the research process was to be conducted and the manner in which it was eventually conducted. The various aspects that were to be ascertained in the research through the pretesting will also be checked after the post-testing and thus able to tell if the research process was done in the correct manner. This is an important exercise as it ensures that the research is done in a detailed and proper way and that the objective of the research are attained.
Weakness of the Research Proposal
The research proposal has a weakness in that it will be very difficult to establish the chances of violence occurring if the same law not been in use before. The law seeks to allow the issue of open carry into campuses and the fact that this has never happened before makes it difficult to really point out the exact reaction that will come out of it. There is the possibility of the law leading to violence as alleged in the research question while also there exists the possibility of no violence. Thus, seeking information from people will also result to listing of their opinions, which may be skewed in one way or another and thus not able to inform the true effect of the law being applied in campuses.
Conclusion
A research plan is important in enabling one to plan adequately for the research that is to be conducted. This is due to the fact that it offers a guideline on the requirements of the research and thus ensures that the research is carried out in full and that there is no aspect left out. The plan, procedures and processes are listed down and this makes the actual undertaking of the research to be quite easy. There is also the description of the research methods to be used in carrying out the research and this assists the researchers to plan adequately and search for the relevant materials that will be used in the research process.
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